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We are looking forward to our
District SDMI Convention on
Saturday, August 28, at
Columbus First Church of the
Nazarene at 9:00AM.

Guest speaker, Dr. Scott
Rainey, will be sharing about a
new denomination-wide
discipleship emphasis, "A
Journey of Grace." It has been
exciting to see churches utilize
the free VBS resource that has
been made available at
www.nazarene.org/vbs. 

See you there!

We are excited to re-launch
District Children's Ministries
across our Southwest Indiana
District. Be sure to check out
the information in this
newsletter, as well as "Like" our
new Facebook Page at
(www.facebook.com/swidkids).

Regardless of your church's size
or location, we believe that
children matter to God, are
created in His image, and are
the Church of not only the
future, but of today!

To learn more about joining the
SWID KIDS Team, check out:
https://tinyurl.com/swidkidsteam

swidkids@gmail.com

(812) 929-6684

Matt Gargiulo
District Children's Ministries Director

https://nazarene.org/who-we-are/organization/ministries/sdmi/vbs
https://www.facebook.com/swidkids
https://tinyurl.com/swidkidsteam


It is my privilege to serve as the new District Children's Ministries
Director - and I want to personally invite each pastor, children's
leader, and parent to prayerfully consider how you might be able to
join what God wants to do in and through the Southwest Indiana
District Children's Ministries in this 2021-2022 school year.

I have served as an elementary teacher, children's pastor, daycare
director, and administrative pastor in the Church of the Nazarene
since 2013. I am a graduate of Olivet Nazarene University and
Nazarene Theological Seminary and current reside in Bloomington,
serving part-time at Zion Community Church of the Nazarene and
full-time at as a remote Instructional Designer at Olivet Nazarene
University. I served in the SWID District Office in 2019-2020 before
stepping in as Daycare Director at Zion for the past school year. 

Join Our SWID KIDS Ministry Team

L-R:   Charlotte (8), Matt,
         Rachel, & Liz (6) Gargiulo

It is my desire to begin forming a SWID KIDS Ministry Team (District Children's Ministries Council) to
help equip, encourage, and lead the children's ministries events, programming, and resources in and
through our district. I am looking to gather as a team of people who are passionate about serving the
Lord through serving children and families and to meet quarterly (most likely in a video-conference
setting for 3 of the 4 meetings) to discuss, plan, and pray about upcoming ministry events.

Here are a few roles that we are looking to collaborate with on our SWID KIDS ministry team:

Feel free to reach out via email or phone, or complete the "SWID KIDS Team Interest Form" today!

Matt Gargiulo
(812) 929-6684
swidkids@gmail.com

Chairperson (Rev. Matt Gargiulo)
District Children's Quizzing Director (IMMEDIATE NEED)
District Children's Camp Director (Tom McCool - Thank you, Tom!)
Family Camp Director (New Role)
Nazarene Safe Director (New Role)
Orphan Initiative (New Role)
Caravan Director (New Role)
SPARK Leadership Retreat Coordinator (New Role)
Children's Mission Director (New Role - Ideally would be District NMI Rep.)
At-Large Member(s)

https://tinyurl.com/swidkidsteam

https://forms.gle/sAoTxPVvazpXBsye8
https://tinyurl.com/swidkidsteam


Children's Ministries - Church of the Nazarene

Study for 2021-2022: Joshua/Judges/Ruth
RED Level is designed for first through third grade
comprehension-level or for children 6 to 8 years old. 
BLUE Level is designed for fourth through sixth grade
comprehension-level or for children 9 to 12 years old.

Children may participate in either level. 
Seventh graders, regardless of age, participate in Teen
Quizzing.

CHILDREN'S BIBLE QUIZZING
Children's Bible Quizzing is a Bible study for children ages 6
through 12 (USA grades 1-6). Quizzing helps children know what
the Bible says so they can demonstrate biblical teachings in
real-life situations and learn about God.

Starting a Quizzing Program

Curriculum/ Resources:
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/ministry-
resources/children-s-ministry/quizzing.html

Learn More:
https://www.usacanadaregion.org/ministry/childrens-
ministry/childrens-bible-quizzing

CARAVAN
Caravan is a weekly kids club committed to the physical, social,
mental, and spiritual growth of children. It uses an active,
hands-on learning approach to help kids discover, develop,
experience and grow.

This Christian scouting-based program focuses on spiritual
formation, ministry training and Nazarene heritage and
doctrine, and provides a user-friendly outreach program from
local churches.

Children study the Church of the Nazarene Articles of Faith
and eight Core Values (holiness, evangelism, character,
missions, service, compassion, work and education).

Learn more: 
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/caravan-faqs.html

NAZARENE SAFE
Nazarene Safe helps churches create safer ministry
environments, policies, and practices to protect minors.
Reducing the risk of sexual misconduct requires effective
training. Check out the Nazarene Safe website at
https://nazarenesafe.org/ for the latest videos and training
materials to keep children safe from sexual abuse.

TENATITIVE QUIZ DATES
 

October 2, 2021
February 5, 2022
March 5, 2022

April 2, 2022 - District Quiz
May 7, 2022 - State Quiz

https://www.usacanadaregion.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/BeginningYourChildrensBibleQuizzingMinistry%20amend_CR2.pdf
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/ministry-resources/children-s-ministry/quizzing.html
https://www.usacanadaregion.org/ministry/childrens-ministry/childrens-bible-quizzing
https://www.thefoundrypublishing.com/caravan-faqs.html
https://nazarenesafe.org/
https://nazarenesafe.org/


In the midst of uncertainty and fear, we prepare for
another school year. 
 
Lord, grant us wisdom, comfort, and peace in anxious
times. 
 
For teachers, professors, staff, and administrators who
continue to worry about their health, the health of
their colleagues and families as they go back to in-
person school. 
 
We pray for the protection, safety, and health of our
teachers, staff, and administrators. 
 
For teachers, professors, staff, and administrators who
are overwhelmed with teaching during an ongoing
pandemic, who are drained creatively, and need rest.
 
We pray for the restoration, the creativity, and
smooth transitions for our teachers, professors, staff,
and administrators. 
 
For parents who continue to navigate difficult
decisions, none of which may feel completely good or
right. For parents who balance work, family, school,
and church and for parents struggling with how to
make ends meet and balance it all in this season.
 
We pray for peace that passes understanding,
support, and rest for parents. 
 
For parents tackling homeschool and distance
learning, who are overwhelmed, who may feel ill-
equipped for the challenge that is ahead, who are
already tired and in need of rest. 
 
We pray for energy, encouragement, and times of
rest for parents who are taking on a role as teacher.
We pray for long nap times, and moments of
creativity and focus. 
 
For students who are headed back to universities and
colleges with the challenges of both housing and class
size, who are fearful of their health, missing
connection, and uncertain of the days ahead. 
 
We pray for protection, health, wellness, and peace
for our college students. We pray they will have
sharp minds and open hearts as they launch into a
new year. 
 
For students of all ages who will be attending in-
person school. 

We pray for confidence, grace, and a peace that
overrides the anxiety of uncertainty for our students.
We pray for protection and health for each one of
them. 

Back to School Prayer

For students of all ages who will be attending digital
school in their homes, and another challenging year. 
 
We pray for clarity of mind for our students who are
learning digitally. May they be open and focused
even in the midst of distractions, and feel connected
to others despite the distance. 
 
For students who are being homeschooled, being
taught by their parents for the first or the hundredth
time. 
 
We pray that our homeschooled students will have
the ears to hear, and learn deeply. 
 
For teachers, professors, therapists, cafeteria workers,
school administrators, IT professionals, bus drivers, and
all of our daycare and school staff, we are grateful for
their gifts, and the ways they are using them to make
the world a better place by investing in our children. 
 
God, thank you for our teachers, professors, school
staff, and administrators. 
 
For parents who are weary, but are seeking out what is
best for their children, for themselves, and for the
world around them. 
 
God, thank you for good parents. 
 
For friends and family who are stepping in to help as
they can, when parents and teachers are worn and
tired. 
 
God, thank you for communities of support. 
 
For students who are learning to love learning as well
as learning to be flexible, gracious, and loving in times
that are scary and uncertain. 
 
God, thank you for the beautiful gift of students. 
 
May we your church, in days of uncertainty, bless
others deeply from the abundance you have given us,
extend grace to all we encounter, be encouragers to
those in need of encouragement, be a shelter from the
storm, be a place of peace and comfort. 
 
Lord, help us to be your church as we support those
around us. 
 
Despite the challenges we continue to face, Lord, bless
this school year. May we see your hand in it all.
 
Amen.


